
A word about the company 

Highly specialised products for the industry 
Olaer Schweiz is active in two 
areas of activity: on the one 
hand in the oil-hydraulics, its en-
gineering, sales and after-sales 
services of products and accu-
mulation and cooling, as well as 
fluid filtering  systems. These 
products are used in the ma-
chine and turbine building as 
well as in the mobile sector. 
Olaer Schweiz has in fact no 
manufacturing facility in 
Düdingen and sub-contracts the 
components developed inter-
nally. Assembly is the done in 
Düdingen. 

On the other hand, Olaer is ac-
tive in the fields of water tech-
nology and manufactures pul-
sation dampers for water 
tanks. 
When for instance a water ex-
tracting pump breaks down, a 
pressure surge builds up in the 
water pipe. Olaer products are 
put into action to prevent water 
hammering. Customers are 
manly engineering offices 
working with municipalities, 
cantons or water supply com-
panies. 

 

 
 

 

A subsidiary company becomes 
independent 
Olaer Schweiz celebrates 
its 50th anniversary on 1 
October 2019. The former 
Swiss subsidiary of a ma-
jor company, Olaer is now 
an independent firm. 

 
 

 

DÜDINGEN In fact, after having 
expanded his company since 
1969, Manfred Steiner wanted 
to retire some 15 years ago. 
Nevertheless, this nearly octo-
genarian still occupies his spa-
cious office in an industrial 
building at the Bonnstrasse in 
Düdingen and laughs: «In fact, 
I wanted to spend more time to 
play golf, but it was not to be.» 

«We wanted to safe-
guard the work-
places of our 
longstanding em-
ployees.» 
Manfred Steiner 
Joint owner of Olaer Schweiz AG 

 
With his colleague of the execu-
tive board Denise Brülhart-
Mauron, a decision was taken 
in 2013 to buy Olaer Schweiz 
back from a group of English in-
vestors. 

 

 
The purchasers of Olaer Schweiz AG: Denise Brülhart-Mauron and Manfred Steiner. Photos Aldo Ellena 

The collaborators motivated in 
fact Mrs. Brülhart-Mauron and 
Mr. Steiner to buy the company 
back. The international Olaer 
group and its fiduciaries in var-
ious countries, among them 
Olaer Schweiz, had been sold to 
the American Parker Hannifin 
Group – a giant with an annual 
turnover of more than 12 billion 
US$. The group reorganised it-
self and took over among others 
the fiduciaries of Olaer Schweiz 
in Austria and in the Czech Re-
public. The collaborators were 
presented new working con-
tracts, which were not accepted 
by some of them, as they would 
have been forced to change 
their workplace. 
Olaer Schweiz was of minor im-
portance in the eyes of the 
Americans  and they were 
bound to a long-term rental 
agreement in Düdingen. In ad-
dition, the Americans achieved 
only half of the turnover with 
Olaer products, the rest being 
generated by other suppliers’ 
products. Therefore, Parker 
Hannifin proposed to Manfred 
Steiner to buy the company. Af-
ter a discussion with Denise 
Brülhart- Mauron, the decision 
was made to buy the company 
and to preserve the places of 
work of many longstanding col-
laborators as well as to the re-
gion. 

Since then, the company has 
been jointly managed by 
Manfred Steiner as chairman of 
the board of directors and Den-
ise Brülhart as chief financial 
officer, in charge of the human 
resource management and the  
administration, serving also on 
the board of directors together 
with the lawyer Daniel Schneu-
wly.

Founded in 1969 as an one-
man business and subsidiary 
company of Olaer France, the 
latter belonging to the English  
Thorn EMI group, Olaer 
Schweiz AG comprised one sole 
collaborator, Manfred Steiner, 
having at the beginning his of-
fice in Fribourg (Switzerland).

The company’s only products 
were hydropneumatic bladder 
accumulators, vessels used to 
accumulate pressurised fluids.   
Later, Olaer’s product range got 
expanded by hydraulic filters, 
air/oil coolers, cooling aggre-
gates and active cooling sys-
tems (see box).

Already a few months after hav-
ing founded the company, 
Manfred Steiner appointed a 
secretary and a warehouseman. 
In 1976 Olaer moved into a new 
building in Düdingen. 
«We are ideally located close to 
the motorway and nearby a 
main railway line. Further-
more, the prices of building lots 
were very affordable», Manfred 
Steiner recalls. Shortly after, 
the future co-owner of Olaer, 
Denise Brülhart-Mauron, 
joined the company as a secre-
tary to the sales manager and 
became already two years later 
member of the board of direc-
tors.  
 

Happy with the local people 
Having grown up in the 
Bernese village of Wiedlisbach, 
Manfred Steiner praises the lo-
cal people,  great and faithful 
workers. As a matter of fact, the 
company has now more than 30 
longstanding employees, some 
of them with several decades of 
years’ service. «We attach great 
importance to collaborators 
working autonomously in their 
field» says Manfred Steiner and 
Denise Brülhart-Mauron add-
ing: «The group cohesion and 
ambiance are good, and we of-
fer an excellent infrastructure 
to our collaborators.» 

A decision they don’t regret. 
Business is going well and the 
turnover reaches 10 million 
Swiss francs. The recovered in-
dependence has not affected 
the company very much. «We 
already used to be very inde-
pendent in the past », states 
Manfred Steiner. «As long as 
the figures are correct, they let 
us do our business», he adds 
smiling. 

 
Expansion in the Water Business 
In the future, Olaer wants to in-
vest more and more in water 
technology. Manfred Steiner 
observes that  maintaining one-
self in the fields of oil-hydrau-
lics – including hydropneu-
matic bladder accumulators – 
gets more and more difficult as 
customers tend to relocate their 
production to foreign countries. 
In the fields of water technol-
ogy,  Olaer offers its analysis 
and counselling services to en-
gineering offices among others. 
Furthermore, Manfred Steiner 
does think to reduce his profes-
sional activity. «We are actually 
reflecting at what the coming 
years will bring», says Manfred 
Steiner, with approval by Den-
ise Brülhart-Mauron. But first of 
all, he is planning to build up a sec-
ond subsidiary company in Austria 
– where still remains a secret. 

Un collaborateur au montage d’une unité de refroidissement destinée à une fabrique de machines 
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